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children. She understands the value of literacy 
and has implemented many new programs to 
encourage reading, including a summer pro-
gram that gives each a child a free book. Ms. 
Teresa has expressed her concern that for 
many of her students, books are scarce at 
home and the break from school puts many 
students behind their peers. This type of un-
derstanding and consideration of a student’s 
living situation has allowed Ms. Teresa to 
reach out to each child and cater to their inter-
ests and needs. She also manages a student 
book club with more than 60 students and per-
sonally acquaints herself with each new text 
before giving it to a child to ensure that it is 
appropriate for their reading level and inter-
ests. Ms. Teresa derives her inspiration from 
the hope that her push towards literacy will 
encourage students to continue their edu-
cation and make better choices down the line. 
Her efforts have also been recognized in Mon-
terey County, where she was recently award-
ed the ‘‘2003 Monterey County Lighthouse for 
Literacy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I would like to honor the accom-
plishments of Donna Teresa and express sin-
cere gratitude for her commitment to our com-
munity’s children. I wish Ms. Teresa much 
success in her endeavors and I am confident 
that the efforts of those who strive to improve 
literacy will be valued for many generations to 
come.
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NO ATTAINMENT—NO TRADE BILL 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing the ‘‘No Attainment—No 
Trade bill.’’ 

This legislation amends the Clean Air Act to 
prohibit power plants and other major point 
sources of nitrogen oxide (NOx) pollution that 
are in an ozone nonattainment area from par-
ticipating in EPA’s emission trading program. 

In 1990 Congress passed amendments to 
the Clean Air Act to deal with the issue of acid 
rain deposition. 

Harmful acid rain was destroying our build-
ings, personal property and turning freshwater 
lakes into dead zones. 

The new law established an innovative 
emission trading program to reduce the pre-
cursors of acid rain, harmful nitrogen oxides 
and sulphur dioxides emitted by coal-burning 
power plants and major industrial boilers. 

Since its establishment, the trading program 
has worked extremely well, better than even 
proponents of the 1990 amendment to the 
Clean Air Act ever expected. 

While nitrogen and sulphur dioxides have 
been reduced, and reduced by millions of 
tons, an unanticipated new wrinkle has 
emerged as states and localities work to re-
duce urban smog and bring ozone non-attain-
ment areas into compliance with other require-
ments in the Clean Air Act. 

States and localities are bumping into the 
emission trading program for nitrogen oxides. 

Not only are nitrogen oxides the precursors 
of acid rain, they also mix with hydrocarbons 
and form ground-level ozone. 

Giving power plants in an ozone non-attain-
ment area the authority to buy a credit from 
elsewhere and avoid nitrogen oxide reductions 
may help EPA meet its national acid rain re-
duction goals, but it can frustrate State and 
local efforts to lower ozone and urban smog. 

I speak from experience. 
Just across the Potomac River in Alexandria 

we have one power plant operated by Mirant 
that continues to violate its permit.

In fact, this past summer during the ozone 
season it violated its clean air emission limits 
by more than 1,000 tons of nitrogen oxide, 
double the tonnage allowed under its permit. 

It my understanding that Mirant is trying to 
get off the hook by purchasing credits of emis-
sion reductions from sources elsewhere, out-
side this region, to meet its emission reduction 
goal. 

‘‘Not so,’’ says the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

The State’s position, however, may be on 
less than firm legal ground. 

I hope the Commonwealth holds its ground 
and stands strong, and I have encouraged 
them to do so. 

The legislation I am introducing gives them 
the clear legal authority they need and dis-
courages power plants from challenging State 
ozone implementation plans in court. 

I also hope this legislation will give other 
States the authority they need to block power 
plants in a non-attainment area from engaging 
in NOx emission trading and avoiding their re-
sponsibility to reduce ozone and urban smog. 

It is my understanding that Mirant, the same 
company operating the plant in Alexandria, 
has violated its NOx permits at its three coal-
fired plants in Maryland. 

During this summer’s ozone season, Chalk 
Point, Morgantown and Dickerson power 
plants collectively exceeded their summer NOx 
permits by more than 3,500 tons. 

Unlike Virginia, State officials in Maryland 
appear inclined to let them buy credits through 
the emission trading program. 

That’s an additional 4,600 tons of nitrogen 
oxide that entered our air this past summer 
beyond what Virginia and Maryland agreed 
Mirant should emit. 

It makes no sense, to force this region, or 
the jurisdictions of any ozone nonattainment 
area, to rachet down nitrogen oxides from 
other sources, beyond what may be nec-
essary, simply because a few large sources 
are able to buy their way out of compliance. 

It isn’t fair, and it is not in anyone’s best in-
terest to do so. 

My legislation puts an end to it. 
It deserves consideration.
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ESTABLISHING NATIONAL 
AVIATION HERITAGE AREA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 280 the Na-
tional Aviation Heritage Area Act which in-
cludes in Title VI the Upper Housatonic Valley 

National Heritage Area Act. The Upper 
Housatonic Valley, encompassing 29 towns in 
the hilly terrain of western Massachusetts and 
northwestern Connecticut, is a singular geo-
graphical and cultural region that has made 
significant national contributions through its lit-
eracy, artistic, musical, and architectural 
achievements, its iron, paper, and electrical 
equipment industries and its scenic beautifi-
cation and environmental conservation efforts. 

The Upper Housatonic Valley National Herit-
age Area would extend from Lanesboro, Mas-
sachusetts 60 miles north to Kent, Con-
necticut. This region of New England is home 
to many of the Nation’s first industrial iron 
sites. The iron produced at these sites was 
used to make weapons for the Revolutionary 
War. Furthermore, the area includes homes of 
historical significance belonging to Edith Whar-
ton and author Herman Melville as well as the 
Monument Mountain Reservation, where Mel-
ville and Nathaniel Hawthorne picnicked. The 
area also has great outdoor recreational re-
sources and is the base for much of Connecti-
cut’s agri-tourism business. 

From the 1730s to the 1920s, it was home 
to many of the Nation’s earliest iron industries. 
The first blast furance was built in 1762 by 
Ethan Allen and supplied the iron for the can-
nons that helped George Washington’s army 
to win the American Revolutionary War. While 
most of the furnaces, mine sites and charcoal 
pits have been lost to development and time, 
the few that remain are in need of refurbish-
ment. The Beckley Furnace in Canaan, Con-
necticut was designated an official project by 
the Millennium Committee to Save America’s 
Treasures. 

The Valley’s history as a cultural retreat 
from the Boston and New York areas provides 
both past and current riches for the country. 
Since the 1930s visitors from all over have 
come to hear the music at Tanglewood, Music 
Mountain and Norfolk, see the paintings at the 
Norman Rockwell Museum, watch serious the-
ater at Stockbridge and musical treats at Shar-
on. Today’s local authors draw on a long tradi-
tion going back to the 19th century, when Her-
man Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edith 
Wharton lived and wrote here. The Upper 
Housatonic Area, with its remoteness from but 
ties to large cities, occupy a special niche in 
our national culture. 

The Housatonic Valley is also rich with envi-
ronmental and recreational treasures. The 
Housatonic River, just below Falls Village, 
Connecticut, is one of the prized fly-fishing 
centers in the Northeast and is enjoyed by 
fisherman from not only Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts but the entire eastern seaboard. 
Olympic rowers have trained in this river as 
children have learned to swim, boat and fish 
and value its ecosystem. 

Through this broad, flexible and locally led 
initiative, the states of Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts will be able to make real progress in 
protecting the river and its heritage. Rather 
than depending on the Federal bureaucracy, 
States will be able to facilitate locally led, and 
truly voluntary programs that will help protect 
the river for future generations. This legislation 
encompassing all heritage areas has broad bi-
partisan support, I would like to thank the Re-
sources Committee for bringing this legislation 
forward and I encourage my colleagues to 
support this legislation.
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